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and Prahlada, of the King Bharata, or of Vikramaditya. Or it might be stories of Sri Krishna or of Buddha that he narrated. The Sister Nivedita and her school were a constant source of interest to the Swami, and he always endeavoured to make the life she had adopted easier and more spiritually intelligible. Sometimes he would ask her to have meals with him; and then he would prepare special dishes for her, and force her to take them in his presence, for he knew that she was then undergoing a rigorous austerity, living on a spare diet of milk and fruit and sleeping on a b ire board, as the stricter nuns do in the convents of the West. And he would now and then beg her to cook delicate dishes for him, so that she herself should partake of them, and also that in this way he could break down to a great extent the iron barriers of orthodoxy among his own people with regard to her. And as for his own orthodox disciples, he was constantly breaking the bonds of meaningless customs and tradition of ages. He would sometimes test their loyalty to him by asking them to partake, as his^rasdd, of some food concerning which orthodoxy cries, "Hands off!" As regards the Sister Nivedita, he made every effort to have her accepted by Hindu society,, and was always ready to receive her in^a discussion of ideas.
One day, in company with Swami Yogananda and Sarat Chandra, the Swami took the Sister to see the Calcutta Zoological Gardens. The superintendent, Rai Bahadur Rama-brahma Sanyal, hearing of his approaching visit, received him and his party cordially at the entrance, and took them round showing all the various animal-houses, The Swami was interested particularly in the feeding of the lions and the tigers, which was done before him at the order of the superintendent. Then the snakes interested him, and he entered into a long discussion on the history of the evolution of reptiles. Then it was the monkey-house, and here one calls to mind, how both in India and in the West, on seeing the almost-human members of this species, he would sometimes address them curiously, saying, "Well, how did you get into that body ? What frightful Karma in the past has brought you here ?" 20
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